This article intends to show how the notion of embeddedness, a concept derived from network theory, can improve our understanding of how a journal's reliance on regional and national intellectual networks impacts the journal's performance. The study takes as test case Alberto Carocci's editorship of Solaria. It also discusses -to a more limited extent -Giacomo Noventa (La riforma letteraria), and Berto Ricci (L'Universale). The study shows how uneven distribution of social capital (connections, links, etc.) The activity of Alberto Carocci (Florence 1904-Rome 1972 [1936][1937][1938] and Argomenti (1940Argomenti ( -1941 
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This study has two equally weighted objectives. One objective is to restore the depth and complexity of Carocci's evolving cultural mission in the Italian intellectual field, and to contribute to rediscovering a neglected and yet central figure in Italian twentieth-century print culture. This article will, however, not examine Carocci's cultural action in its entirety. I intend to illuminate the essential characteristics of his practice and bring to more systematic scrutiny Carocci's role as journal editor within a manageable scope characterized by a unity of time (1926) (1927) (1928) (1929) (1930) (1931) (1932) (1933) (1934) (1935) (1936) (1937) (1938) (1939) , place (Florence) and action (a focus on how he organized his networks of contributors). There is very little scholarship on how Carocci organized the intellectual forces that coalesced around his journals and on the type of structure his journals embraced to face the challenges of the regional and national literary markets. I will examine Carocci's performance as journal editor to highlight how he took advantage of existing network links and how he set out to grow new links in order to support his journals' action further. My second objective, therefore, is to contribute to the ongoing conversations in periodical studies around the application of Pierre Bourdieu's notion of habitus (a set of 'durable and transposable dispositions' including taste, sense of self, skills and practical mastery). 5 In this study I will assess the applicability of the paradox of embeddedness, as developed in organizational and economic sociology, to evaluate the way journals' over-reliance on established networks can become a liability for their performance and how editors react to this occurrence by modifying their dispositions. To understand how journal editors manage the tension between the need for depth and breadth in their networks, so as to maintain and consolidate existing links and develop new ones, I will focus on the journals Carocci launched during the Fascist period: Solaria and La riforma letteraria. To highlight divergences and commonalities, I will also discuss the dialogue that Carocci's journals 5 Pierre Bourdieu, The Logic of Practice, trans. by Richard Nice (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1990), p.
53.
entertained with Alessandro Pavolini's Il Bargello and Berto Ricci's L'Universale. I will do so to ascertain how embeddedness affected these journals' performance in a political and institutional context characterized by a high degree of clientelism.
Habitus and Embeddedness
In recent years, the editorial role has been the object of increasingly sustained analysis. The periodical editor has been seen as incarnating 'the principle of mediation' between a varied set of agents populating the complexities of the marketplace (authors, publishers, printing houses, distribution chains, etc.). 6 In an attempt to respond to Sean Latham and Robert Scholes's call for 'the creation of typological descriptions' of periodical activity, 7 a growing number of scholars have embraced the tenets of Bourdieu's cultural sociology for their 'ability to articulate the mediating ground between textuality and social history, symbolic value and material production'. 8 Bourdieu's notion of 'field', intended as a nexus of dynamically changing discursive and non-discursive practices that both condition and are specific to a particular activity, has gained traction in periodical studies. 6 also placing a strong emphasis on the mutually dynamic and symbolic relationship between literary worth and economic value. While I share the call for 'new scholarly methodologies adequate to the task' of charting the forces influencing the life-cycle of the journal, 9 I am no longer convinced that Bourdieu's envisioning of the literary marketplace can alone carry the theoretical infrastructure of scholarly inquiries attempting to respond to the challenge posed by the composite and collaborative nature of periodical communication.
This study presents an empirically-based but theoretically articulated historical analysis which exerts pressure on the Bourdieusian model, and specifically on the notion of habitus as an explanatory concept that both describes and predicts the development and consolidation of a unique set of competencies employed by the periodical editor in her action. incumbent-incumbent and (iv) repeat incumbent-incumbent. 27 These structures reflect the social capital diversity in the team and each formation is linked to differing degrees of embeddedness in a given network. In the sections to follow, I will lay out the industrial and cultural context surrounding Carocci's action during his shared editorship of Solaria first and then La riforma letteraria. I will use Uzzi's formulations to evaluate the strategies put in place by Carocci and his collaborators to exploit and consolidate embeddedness in local clusters close to the Fascist authorities and look at how and why they developed mediumdistance networks with a more diversified alignment.
Solaria and Embeddedness
When Carocci penned the foreword to the 1959 anthology of Solaria edited by Enzo Siciliano, he did so with tangible unease. Now at the helm of Nuovi argomenti, he looked at the 'heroic' phase of his editorial activity with a sense of distance. In his words, Solaria-the journal he founded at the age of twenty-two and directed for ten years-did not have an 'atteggiamento organico e coerente […] fu essa stessa l'espressione di una piccola "polis" letteraria [...] . D'altronde il titolo stesso della rivista volle indicare che essa era una città […] non una scuola di pensiero'. 28 Carocci depicted a literary city virtually isolated from, if not ignored by, the dominant cultural and political discourses of the day: 'I lettori di Solaria furono sempre quattro gatti; la sua tiratura non raggiungeva le 700 copie; né ricordo che essa ricevesse mai l'onore di essere citata dai giornali del tempo'. Carocci deemed Solaria's engagement with the political forces of the day not to exceed the 'funzione di obiettore di coscienza', implicitly undermining the Fascist rhetoric of 'genio italico' because it promoted the idea that 'la letteratura italiana contemporanea non era che una provincia della più vasta letteratura europea, e neanche la provincia più splendida'.
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Despite the negative value judgement on Solaria's political disengagement, Carocci's introduction displays a remarkable closeness to the journal's mission statement, published in the opening issue in January 1926. In it, the lack of a 'programma preciso' neither undermined the ambition to acquire an 'originale fisionomia nel campo della cultura' nor hindered the display of a 'coscienza di alcuni fondamentali problemi dell'arte' or the possibility for Solaria's constitutive members to be recognised as a 'gruppo'. 30 This 'gruppo'
came together in hubs of sociability ('ci siamo avvistati nei caffè'), by decoding affinities in an increasingly dangerous political environment. 31 The community Solaria intended to represent drew on and emerged from Florence's dynamic and competitive literary field, which attracted the best talents 'convenuti da luoghi diversi'. With several cultural publications fighting for visibility and recognition, and all of them striving for survival, it is no surprise that Solaria's birth act also contained a reference to the 'inevitabili leggi naturali' regulating the 'campo della cultura '. 32 To assess the plausibility of this characterization, it is essential to evaluate the local publishing context from which Solaria emerged. What distinguished these journals' life-cycle from the common mortality rate for ventures of this kind (roughly two years) was the support of established firms, approved by the regime, and that could draw on deals secured with the chain bookshops that controlled distribution and sales nationwide. Furthermore, these journals could count on copy-producing talent that worked with the regional universities (Florence, Pisa, and the Scuola Normale Superiore), the Gabinetto Vieusseux, the Accademia della Crusca, and the newly established
Istituto di Cultura Fascista. In addition to these learning centres, the established national firms Olschki, the popular Salani, La Nuova Italia, the Catholic LEF, and the firms that would be controlled both financially and intellectually by Giovanni Gentile from 1926 to 1932-Bemporad, Vallecchi, Sansoni, and Le Monnier-acted as the key drivers of the local white-collar economy and offered precarious employment to many letterati with national ambitions.
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In the light of the intricacy of such a market-place, how likely was it that Solaria would be read by 'quattro gatti' and never exceed the circulation of '700 copie'? The ledgers of Carlo Parenti, Solaria's publisher, confirm that the initial print run (1000 copies) decreased to 600 in the later years. The circulation rates were less than half those of Solaria's 42 For more details on Gentile's involvement with the Florentine publishing industry, see Gabriele Turi, Giovanni Gentile: Una biografia (Florence: Giunti, 1995 and that 'arm's-length ties may be greater in frequency but of lesser significance than close ties in terms of company success and overall business volume'. 50 As we shall see in the next section, it is, however, 'special relations'-typically fewer in number-that define the journal's (or firm's) identity and performance and characterize its critical exchanges.
Strong Ties and Weaker Links
Twenty-two-year-old Carocci founded Solaria with the help of Raffaello Franchi (1899 Franchi ( -1946 and Bonaventura Tecchi (1896 Tecchi ( -1968 , and the support of ambitious typographer Carlo
Parenti. The financial capital was put together by Carocci, the scion of respected Florentine family with a significant legal practice, and Mattia Azzurrini, a fellow lawyer with literary ambitions. The first managerial structure in place was one that brought together a newcomer (29) together wrote more than 11% of the total creative and critical output of the journal that was more fragmented across a significant number authors, some contributing only one piece during its life-cycle. Uzzi observed that three conditions transform embeddedness into a liability: (1) sudden exit of a core network player (2) institutional forces rationalizing the market (3) The copy-sourcing links were mainly affiliations connected to Carocci, but limited his action by Bonsanti's ostracism. Furthermore, Noventa's charisma accentuated the perception that La riforma letteraria acted as a vehicle for an emerging school of thought with paradigmshifting ambitions, which in turn were considered either unintelligible or too politically dangerous to be publicly espoused. La riforma letteraria's trajectory also mapped a mode switch for Carocci's navigation of the Florentine field: he had mastered the orchestration of a 77 Noventa's contributions to Solaria and La riforma letteraria are now collected in 'Nulla di nuovo ' e altri scritti. 1934 -1939 , ed. by Franco Manfriani (Venice: Marsilio, 1987 . 78 Uzzi, 'Collaboration and Creativity: The Small World Problem'. global network with Solaria, which was all-in-all a noteworthy achievement considering the magnitude of the institutional forces interfering with the literary marketplace. But with La riforma he had to manage the organization of a severely constrained ego-centred network with limited strong ties and even more limited arm's-length ties. Increasing difficulty in keeping a regular monthly periodicity and Noventa's domination of the printed page were therefore also a consequence of the constraints on copy-supply chains.
Conclusions
While organically linked to Carocci's cultural activity and his small but well-connected circle Crucially, it was conflict on how to diversify links and branch out to other clusters that affected Solaria's ability to change course without changing 'brand'. The observation of the effect of the 'paradox of embeddedness' on Solaria and the impact of the lack of embeddedness on La riforma letteraria has brought into sharper focus the interaction between Carocci's habitus and the contingencies of the networks in which journals operated.
Carocci's (indeed any editor's) interpretation of the editorial function can be fully understood only through a substantial evaluation of how the editor identifies the opportunities and troubleshoots the risks deriving from embeddedness in existing ties. Whether and how an editor survives the conditions producing the 'paradox of embeddedness' is connected to the
